LIFE AND   PERSONALITY  OF EARL  OF  OXFORD
Honourable the Earl of Oxford, and during all
that time being privy, not only of his public dealings
but also of his private doings and secret intents, found
and knew him endued with special piety, perfect
integrity, great care to discharge all trust reposed in
him, and no less desire to do good in the common-
wealth.1
Neilson says, in a biographical notice on
Christopher Marlowe:
He belonged to a circle of which Sir Walter
Raleigh was the centre, and which contained men
like the Earl of Oxford, and Harriot, the mathe-
matician. These men seem to have engaged in
scientific and theological speculation, and were
suspected of atheism by the narrower spirits of the
time.
The correspondence between Lord Burghley
and Oxford does not justify Froude's description
of the latter. Although the two men were poles
apart in their views and had their differences,
there is little trace of this in their correspondence.
Burghley set out to treat Oxford as "mine own
son/5 and loyally fulfilled his resolve. In Oxford's
many troubles, financial and personal-, and on
occasions of royal displeasure, he invariably found
his father-in-law ready to help or intercede. In
1572 Oxford "desires your Lordship to pardon
my youth, but to take in good part my zeal and
1 Calendar qf State Papers* Ireland.   (Elizabeth), p. 434.
47